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FRIENDS OF THE MOUNTS BOTANICAL GARDEN
HORTICULTURE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM

TO PALM BEACH COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ACADEMIC YEAR 2004-2005

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
MAY 1, 2004

MOUNTS BOTANICAL GARDEN
559 NORTH MILITARY TRAIL

WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33415
(561) 233-1757

Submit application to:
Dr. George Rogers, Ph.D

Department Chair, Environmental Horticulture Program
Palm Beach Community College

3160 PGA Blvd.
Mail Stop 45

Palm Beach Gardens, FL  33410
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Mounts Mission Statement:

To promote gardens and gardening unique to a subtropical
environment.

To exhibit, evaluate, and recommend plant material suitable for home,
commercial and public landscapes.

To offer opportunities for people of all ages and backgrounds to learn
more about the science, techniques and joys of successful gardening.

Mounts Vision:

Mounts Botanical Garden will become the leading authority on gardens
and gardening in Southeast Florida. By establishing the finest
programs, gardens, collections and events, we will inspire, teach and
promote the value of gardening in our everyday lives. We will provide
answers and solutions that will allow our audiences to improve their
quality of life by appreciating and enhancing the environment in which
they live. Through building of a master site plan, we will embrace and
deliver the important message of the significant relationship of earth,
plants, and man. Mounts Botanical Garden will maintain this property
and facilities to the highest standards. Visitors will have an
extraordinary experience and our members and citizens will have the
greatest pride in our presence.
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History

Mounts Botanical Garden was named in honor of Marvin “Red” Mounts
who served Palm Beach County, the University of Florida Institute of
Food and Agriculture Services Extension and county farmers for 40
years. Initially, the 3 ½ acre property was used to pasture 4-H horses.
The Mounts building immediately east of the Garden was built in 1954,
and soon after its completion, planting was begun. The initial drive
was to plant tropical fruit trees in order to learn how best to raise
them in South Florida and to produce new food resources which could
help families overcome vitamin deficiency. By 1964, there were 69
fruit producing trees.

Years later, an effort led by Clayton Hutcheson, Palm Beach County
Extension’s third director, and supported by numerous horticultural
groups including the Rare Fruit Council International, two Orchid
Societies, the Herb Society of Palm Beach County, the Fern Society,
Begonia Society, Rose Society and Hibiscus Society, resulted in the
establishment of the Mounts Horticultural Learning Center. The Center
was established to help support the Garden. In 1985, the position of
curator was established and funded, and the name was officially
changed in 1986 to the Mounts Botanical Garden.

The following actions have implemented the growth of Mounts
Botanical Garden: the formation of the Friends as a nonprofit
organization in 1983 for the purpose of providing support; an
expansion effort by Palm Beach County that added ten acres to the
garden; and in 1988, the construction of a new 18,000 square foot
office complex to house the Extension Service.  Currently, a master
site plan is being revised by the University of Florida with expectations
to begin implementation within the year.

The Friends contribution to the programming and staffing of the
Garden has grown significantly over the years. The Garden welcomes
about 50,000 visitors a year and is considered a mecca of gardening
information county-wide, providing tours of the garden to visitors of all
ages, classes and special events which have grown and become more
successful each year. The Friends’ employ three full time and six part
time positions and half of another full time position.
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The Friends will offer this $1000 scholarship to a student accepted into or
recently enrolled in the Palm Beach Community College Horticulture
Program. A minimum of a 3.0 G.P.A. is required and pursuit of an A.S.
degree or higher is required.
In providing this scholarship opportunity, the Friends is furthering the
mission of the Mounts Botanical Garden by helping to promote a student
pursuing a horticulture career path.
 An internship if required, will be performed at the Mounts Botanical Garden.

Please complete the following application and distribute the attached
reference forms to the three (3) individuals providing your references. The
individuals providing the references shall submit the completed reference
form to PBCC directly to the attention of Dr. George Rogers, Ph.D. An
acknowledgement letter showing acceptance into the PBCC Horticulture
Program is required.

Include an essay (300 to 500 words) on your horticulture interest and
future. Please double space and use 12 pt. Font.

TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION

Name Last________________First__________ _____MI _________

Permanent Street_____________________________________________
Mailing
Address City________________State_________Zip Code___________

Birthday Month____Day____Year____ SS#___-___-___ Phone(  )_____

E Mail Address         ___________________________________________________

HIGH SCHOOL AND POST SECONDARY INFORMATION

High School_____________________Graduation Date: Month____Year______

           ___4 Yr. College        ___Community College             __Vocational School

Major Course of study______________________

High School Students please enclose transcripts.
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EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

Current Employer________________________Date Hire___________to_________
Hours__________ Position______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Salary________

Previous Employer________________________Date Hire____________to________
Hours__________Position_______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Salary________

AWARDS    (Please attach additional pages and/or supporting documents if needed)
Indicate any community activities and all special awards, honors, and offices held.

ACTIVITY NUMBER OF YEARS SPECIAL
AWARDS/HONORS
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OTHER AWARDS (Please attach additional pages and/or supporting documents if
needed)
 List below the name and amount of any grants or scholarships that you have been
awarded for the coming school year.

NAME OF AWARDS AMOUNT GRANTED PENDING

ESSAY ON HORTICULTURE INTEREST AND FUTURE-Please provide a short essay
(300 to 500 words, double-spaced, using 12 pt. Font).

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

____ Each page and section of application complete
____ Transcripts attached if necessary
____ Referrals (3) complete and signed (to be submitted by individual completing
the reference form).
____ Attach additional pages and supporting documents
____ Application signed by applicant.
____ Essay on horticulture completed.
____ Copy of acceptance letter into PBCC horticulture program included.

   Applicant signature Date

 SUBMIT APPLICATION TO:
DR. GEORGE ROGERS, Ph.D.

DEPARTMENT CHAIR, ENVIRONMENTAL HORTICULTURE PROGRAM
PALM BEACH COMMUNITY COLLEGE

3160 PGA BLVD.
MAIL STOP 45

PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL  33410
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REFERENCE FORM (Please attach additional pages if needed)
Three recommendations (references) are required.  Also required is an
acknowledgement letter showing acceptance into the PBCC Horticulture Program.
To be filled out by a high school or college counselor or advisor, community leader,
an instructor, a professional person or a supervisor who knows you well.

You have been asked to provide information in support of this application for a
horticulture scholarship to PBCC. Please give immediate and serious attention to the
following statements. When complete, send the form directly to Dr. George Rogers,
Ph.D at the address provided below (shown on next page). May 1, 2004 is the
deadline.

1. The applicant’s choice of a post-secondary education program is

__extremely appropriate __very appropriate

__moderately appropriate __inappropriate

2. The applicant’s achievements reflect his/her ability

__extremely appropriate __very appropriate

__moderately appropriate __inappropriate

3. The applicant’s ability to set realistic and attainable goals is

__excellent __very good

__fair __good

4. The quality of the applicant’s commitment to school and community is

__excellent __good

__fair __poor

5. I know the applicant

__extremely well __very well

__moderately well __not well
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Comments___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Name of Applicant Being Evaluated_______________________________________

Appraiser’s Name__________________Title____________Phone Number________

Appraiser’s
Signature________________________________________Date________________

Address_____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
City State Zip

SUBMIT REFERENCE FORM TO:
DR. GEORGE ROGERS, Ph.D.

DEPARTMENT CHAIR, ENVIRONMENTAL HORTICULTURE PROGRAM
PALM BEACH COMMUNITY COLLEGE

3160 PGA BLVD.
MAIL STOP 45

PALM BEACH GARDENS, FL  33410


